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Ever wondered what it’s like to be cut off from the digital world? Imagine trying to apply for jobs, research medical conditions, or even complete school assignments—all without reliable internet access. This is a grim reality for many in Botswana’s remote villages.
Access to the internet isn’t just a modern convenience; it’s increasingly becoming a necessity. In a world shifting rapidly toward digitalization, those without connectivity risk being left in the dust. Think about it. How can a budding entrepreneur in a remote village reach a global market without the internet? Or how can students access world-class educational resources?
Unveiling the National Broadband Strategy
Change is on the horizon. The Botswana government recently unveiled an ambitious plan called the National Broadband Strategy aimed at bridging this digital gap.
The crux of the plan revolves around laying fiber optic cables to connect all villages and upgrading existing infrastructure. We’re talking high-speed, reliable internet that promises to level the playing field between urban and rural communities.


This isn’t a solo act. The government is partnering with private entities to finance and execute the project. Collaboration is the name of the game here. For example, Botswana Telecom has played a major role in providing fast internet to various parts of Botswana. 
As of 2023, 73% of the country has internet access, which is more than double the percentage of the country that had internet access in 2014. There is still a way to go, but there have been monumental strides made in increasing internet access throughout Botswana. 
See also  The Top Metaverse Platforms of 2023

As Botswana-based financial planner Chris Garland discusses in a recent interview, positive trends are on the horizon in Botswana. He shares an interesting article from FDI Intelligence about how Botswana is seeking to build on stability and how that includes improving power and communications infrastructure.
Expected Impact on Remote Villages
The ripples of this broadband wave are expected to be far-reaching:
Education and Skill Development: Picture a school in a remote village where students can now engage in interactive, online learning, accessing information as if they were in a high-tech lab in a big city. As of 2022, there are around 600 schools with connection, but around 400 that still have yet to get internet access.
Economic Opportunities: Farmers, artisans, and small business owners can better integrate themselves into the global marketplace. Imagine a local craftsman using YouTube to showcase his skills and market his products to a global audience.
Challenges and Concerns
However, it’s not all smooth sailing. A project of this scale brings its own set of challenges.
Infrastructure and Maintenance: Setting up the initial infrastructure is a mammoth task. And once it’s up, who maintains it? That’s a whole other can of worms.
Affordability and Accessibility: Even if the internet is available, can everyone afford it? The government will need to devise plans that make it not just accessible but also affordable. If you’re interested in learning more about why internet costs are still high in Botswana, check out this recent article from TS2. 
Global Context and Future Aspirations
Botswana is not alone in this journey. Many African countries are taking steps toward digital inclusion, Gabon, Ghana, and South Africa. But Botswana’s plan is setting a benchmark, having the second highest internet usage percentage in Sub-Saharan Africa, above countries like South Africa (and the highest, if you count just the mainland, because Seychelles is an island nation). While several African nations have launched similar initiatives, Botswana’s project is one of the most comprehensive, aiming to go beyond just the main cities.
See also  10 DIGITAL MARKETING TRENDS FOR 2023

Could Botswana become a hub of digital innovation in Africa? Only time will tell, but the blueprint for a connected, inclusive society is certainly there.
In conclusion, Botswana’s National Broadband Plan is an ambitious leap toward a digital future, promising to uplift remote communities. While challenges lie ahead, the promise of a connected world where opportunities aren’t dictated by geography is inspiring. As the African proverb says, “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.” Botswana is certainly aiming for the latter.
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